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My laboratory focuses on two facets of rheumatology; the 
role of co-morbidities in rheumatoid arthritis (RA) including 
atherosclerosis and obesity and the role that macrophage 
heterogeneity in the target organs (synovium, kidney, 
and lung) plays in the pathogenesis and remission of RA, 
systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE), and systemic sclerosis 
(SSc). These studies utilize novel mouse models and tech-
niques developed in my laboratory. We are now comparing 
our data observed in murine models with biopsy tissue 
from rheumatic disease patients. Since I have become the 
Chief of Rheumatology, we have created a central Biore-
pository for peripheral blood, serum and tissue (Biopsy) 
samples patients with a range of rheumatic diseases, 
including osteoarthritis, one of the most common causes of 
age-related immobility.


